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Give Your Full Strength 
全力以赴 

 
Joshua 8 

 
 
In chapter 7, God dealt with the sin of Israel.  It was done with just punishment swiftly and 
squarely.  Now the battle to take over the land of Canaan continues. 
 
God told Joshua: 
 

1 耶和華對約書亞說：不要懼怕，也不要驚惶。你起來，率領一切兵丁上艾

城去，我已經把艾城的王和他的民、他的城，並他的地，都交在你手裡。

(書 8:1) 
1Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take 
the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into 
your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land. (Josh 8:1) 

 
It is clear that God is giving the city of Ai and all the people and the land to Israelites.  The 
Israelites are going to be victorious this time.  Yet the battle strategy is quite an unusual one.  It 
is very unusual to the way God conducted his battle. 
 
 
I. God’s “more usual” tactics/神較常用的戰術: 
 
In crossing over Red Sea—God killed the elite Egyptian troops of  the caravans.—Inferior Israel 
against Mighty Egyptian army.  
 

7 並帶著六百輛特選的車和埃及所有的車，每輛都有車兵長。(出 14:7) 
7He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots of 
Egypt, with officers over all of them. (Exod 14:7) 

 
The 300 Gideonites were up against an enormous army—Few against Many 
 

12 米甸人、亞瑪力人，和一切東方人都布散在平原，如同蝗蟲那樣多。他們

的駱駝無數，多如海邊的沙。(士 7:12) 
12The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled 
in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the 
sand on the seashore. (Judg 7:12) 

 
 
II. But this battle is very different./這次的戰術非常的不一樣   
But this battle is very different.   
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(1). It is all Israelites against a small city of Ai.  
25 當日殺斃的人，連男帶女共有一萬二千，就是艾城所有的人。(書 8:25) 
25Twelve thousand men and women fell that day‐‐all the people of Ai. (Josh 
8:25) 

See how many Israelite soldiers went up against the people of Ai: 
1 耶和華對約書亞說：不要懼怕，也不要驚惶。你起來，率領一切兵丁上艾

城去，我已經把艾城的王和他的民、他的城，並他的地，都交在你手裡。2

你怎樣待耶利哥和耶利哥的王，也當照樣待艾城和艾城的王。只是城內所

奪的財物和牲畜，你們可以取為自己的掠物。你要在城後設下伏兵。3 於

是，約書亞和一切兵丁都起來，要上艾城去。約書亞選了三萬大能的勇

士，夜間打發他們前往，4 吩咐他們說：你們要在城後埋伏，不可離城太

遠，都要各自準備。5 我與我所帶領的眾民要向城前往。城裡的人像初次出

來攻擊我們的時候，我們就在他們面前逃跑，6 他們必出來追趕我們，直到

我們引誘他們離開城；因為他們必說：這些人像初次在我們面前逃跑。所

以我們要在他們面前逃跑，7 你們就從埋伏的地方起來，奪取那城，因為耶

和華─你們的  神必把城交在你們手裡。8 你們奪了城以後，就放火燒城，

要照耶和華的話行。這是我吩咐你們的。9 約書亞打發他們前往，他們就上

埋伏的地方去，住在伯特利和艾城的中間，就是在艾城的西邊。這夜約書

亞卻在民中住宿。10 約書亞清早起來，點齊百姓，他和以色列的長老在百姓

前面上艾城去。11 眾民，就是他所帶領的兵丁，都上去，向前直往，來到城

前，在艾城北邊安營。在約書亞和艾城中間有一山谷。12 他挑了約有五千

人，使他們埋伏在伯特利和艾城的中間，就是在艾城的西邊，13 於是安置了

百姓，就是城北的全軍和城西的伏兵。這夜約書亞進入山谷之中。(書 8:1-
13) 
1Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take 
the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into 
your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land. 2You shall do to Ai 
and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off 
their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city." 3So 
Joshua and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand 
of his best fighting men and sent them out at night 4with these orders: "Listen 
carefully. You are to set an ambush behind the city. Don't go very far from it. 
All of you be on the alert. 5I and all those with me will advance on the city, and 
when the men come out against us, as they did before, we will flee from them. 
6They will pursue us until we have lured them away from the city, for they will 
say, 'They are running away from us as they did before.' So when we flee from 
them, 7you are to rise up from ambush and take the city. The LORD your God 
will give it into your hand. 8When you have taken the city, set it on fire. Do 
what the LORD has commanded. See to it; you have my orders." 9Then Joshua 
sent them off, and they went to the place of ambush and lay in wait between 
Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai‐‐but Joshua spent that night with the people. 
10Early the next morning Joshua mustered his men, and he and the leaders of 
Israel marched before them to Ai. 11The entire force that was with him 



8/11/2013, BOLGPC 全力以赴 Dr. Joseph Chang, 3 

marched up and approached the city and arrived in front of it. They set up 
camp north of Ai, with the valley between them and the city. 12Joshua had 
taken about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, 
to the west of the city. 13They had the soldiers take up their positions‐‐all those 
in the camp to the north of the city and the ambush to the west of it. That 
night Joshua went into the valley. (Josh 8:1‐13) 

3 萬精兵 as ambush hid behind the cities under the cover of darkness.  Then Joshua took the 
entire army to attack the city of Ai.  It is a large army against a small city of Ai. 
 
(2). They even used deception in the battle. 
And as if it is not enough, God had Joshua set up ambush in the battle.  Not only attack with a 
superior number of army, but also used deception to make sure that they could capture the city. 
 
Joshua actually set up two ambushes: 
First one was 30,000 best fighting men hiding behind the city. 
 
Another 5,000 ambushed between Bethel and Ai (8:12). 
 
Only one thing was not there—God did not perform a miracle in the battle.  It is entirely a battle 
between the Israelites and the Aiians. 
 
God is teaching them the human part of doing God’s work.  In any work that God calls us to do.  
God will always work together with us.  He does miracles, and we have our part as well.  When 
we do our part, God wants us to give it our full strength-全力以赴. 
 
 
III. God’s people has this fatal weakness/神子民的致命傷: 
God’s people has this fatal weakness: 
遇強則弱, 遇弱則強— We are weak when the enemy is strong; we are strong when the enemy 
is weak. 
 
(1). When they saw the giants in the land of Canaan, the spies said, and it was also the opinions 
of the entire Israelites (except a few). 

32 探子中有人論到所窺探之地，向以色列人報惡信，說：我們所窺探、經過

之地是吞吃居民之地，我們在那裡所看見的人民都身量高大。33 我們在那裡

看見亞衲族人，就是偉人；他們是偉人的後裔。據我們看，自己就如蚱蜢

一樣；據他們看，我們也是如此。(民 13:32-33) 
32And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had 
explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the 
people we saw there are of great size. 33We saw the Nephilim there (the 
descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers 
in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." (Num 13:32‐33) 

When the enemy is giant, we becomes grasshoppers, knowing only hop, hop, and hop!!! 
 
(2). When the city is small, there is no need to weary our mighty warriors,  
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3 他們回到約書亞那裡，對他說：眾民不必都上去，只要二三千人上去就能

攻取艾城；不必勞累眾民都去，因為那裡的人少。(書 7:3) 
3When they returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all the people will have to go 
up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary all 
the people, for only a few men are there." (Josh 7:3) 

 
This is our weakness, isn’t it?  遇強則弱, 遇弱則強. 
For the first problem “遇強則弱”, God took time, actually He took 40 years to cure their 
problem in this area.  For the second problem “遇弱則強”, God used this battle plan and battle 
execution to teach them when they do God’s work, be it big or small, they do it with their full 
strength. 
 
Many of our failures are not from the major difficult ones but from small things.  Example, not 
going to class for easy courses, and failed there. 
 
Illustration 1: 
The N. Korean raid to 'cut Park Chung-Hee's throat' (Fox News) 

Kim Shin-Jo has no doubt where the mission went wrong -- a crucial 
miscalculation that prevented his team of 31 elite North Korean 
commandos assassinating then South Korean president Park Chung-Hee 
45 years ago. 

"Had we killed them all, no alert would have been raised and I suspect we would have been able 
to achieve our objective," Kim told AFP. 

The "them" were four South Korean villagers the commandos encountered on January 19, 1968, 
some 36 hours into what remains the most daring cross-border raid carried out in the six decades 
since the end of the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The commandos' target was the presidential Blue House in Seoul where they planned to corner 
and execute Park, the military strongman who had seized power in a military coup in South 
Korea seven years earlier. 

His assassination would, Pyongyang hoped, trigger a popular insurrection against the 
government and the US armed forces in the South and, eventually, a full-scale conflict. 

The team had cut through the wire fence of the heavily-mined demilitarised zone (DMZ) that 
divides the two Koreas shortly before midnight on January 17, within 30 meters of a manned US 
military position. 

The infiltration went smoothly and they made rapid progress towards the South Korean capital 
when they suddenly came across the four villagers who were out cutting wood. 

According to Kim, a fierce debate ensued over whether or not to kill the villagers. 
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For reasons never entirely explained, they opted to offer the four some on-the-spot ideological 
training, and then let them go with a stern warning not to raise the alarm. 

The villagers promptly went to the police and the alarm was duly raised. 

The commandos still managed to get within a few hundred meters of the Blue House before they 
were confronted by South Korean security forces. 

A vicious gunbattle broke out and the commandos scattered, only to be picked off in a series of 
encounters that lasted more than a week as South Korean troops swept the surrounding 
countryside. 

In the end, all but two of the infiltrators were shot dead. 

Kim was captured, while another commando reportedly made it all the way back to the North 
where he later became a general. 

A bound Kim was paraded in front of the TV cameras and, asked what his mission had been, 
famously responded: "I came to cut Park Chung-Hee's throat." 

Forty-five years later, Kim works as a Presbyterian minister on the outskirts of Seoul and in 
February he watched as Park Chung-Hee's daughter, Park Geun-Hye, was sworn in as South 
Korea's first woman president. 

After his capture, Kim was interrogated for about a year and then, much to his surprise, was 
released, partly on the grounds that he had never discharged his firearm. 

He publicly renounced the North, married a South Korean woman, converted to Christianity and 
finally became a pastor. 

Park Chung-Hee was assassinated in 1979, but at the hands of his own security chief. 

For years, the small mountain behind the Blue House, Bukaksan, where the gun battles between 
the commandos and the securities raged, was kept completely off-limits to the public. 

It reopened in 2007 and is now an extremely popular hiking trail, although walkers must pass 
through a security check, wear a special badge and are forbidden to take photographs or stray 
from the well-guarded path. 

Near the peak stands a natural monument to the 1968 raid -- a crooked pine tree pockmarked 
with bullet holes that have been ringed with red and white paint. 
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PHOTO: South Korean President Park Geun-hye, left, shakes hands with Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates before their meeting at the presidential Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, April 
22, 2013. 
 
I want you to think about this story a bit deeper.  What do you think God was doing? 
 
 
IV. What do you think God was doing?/你覺得神在做甚麼? 
This team of 31 elite North Korean commandos, no doubt was the best among the best to be able 
to come so close to complete their mission.  They were doing it at their full strength. 
 
And then, only two remained.  The one who returned to North Korea, eventually became a 
general of the North Korea, and the captured Kim Shin-Jo eventually became the general of 
God’s kingdom. 
 
I am sure the one who returned to North Korea was giving his full strength in pursuing his life 
goal.  We all believe that God is behind the capturing of Kim Shin-Jo.  Do you believe that God 
was doing this also at his full strength?  Do you believe that God was giving his full attention, 
when he was conducting this event? 
 
Illustration 2: 
I was in hot pursuit of secular success when I graduated from college.  I was one of the 
forerunners in my class in going overseas to study, in securing the status of American citizenship, 
in landing at good jobs.  But God found me.  He changed me completely and prepared me for his 
kingdom work.  My classmates were continuing their hot pursuit of secular success, and today 
they are successful and many are retiring.  I am still working quite hard.  I am in no comparison 
in secular success if you place me side by side with my classmates.  But I have a very different 
status among them.  Every time I go back to Taiwan, they would have banquet to honor me and 
insist that I do not pay for the alumni banquet.  And they listen to my speech, even though most 
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of them are not Christians.  Do you think in my past years, God simply pulled me out of the rat 
race, and forgot about me until now?  Or do you think God is working at me at full strength? 
 
Let us read the passage in Joshua 5 one more time: 
 

13 約書亞靠近耶利哥的時候，舉目觀看，不料，有一個人手裡有拔出來的

刀，對面站立。約書亞到他那裡，問他說：你是幫助我們呢，是幫助我們

敵人呢？14 他回答說：不是的，我來是要作耶和華軍隊的元帥。約書亞就俯

伏在地下拜，說：我主有甚麼話吩咐僕人。15 耶和華軍隊的元帥對約書亞

說：把你腳上的鞋脫下來，因為你所站的地方是聖的。約書亞就照著行

了。(書 5:13-15) 
13Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in 
front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, 
"Are you for us or for our enemies?" 14"Neither," he replied, "but as 
commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." Then Joshua fell 
facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, "What message does my 
Lord have for his servant?" 15The commander of the Lord's army replied, "Take 
off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did 
so. (Josh 5:13‐15) 

 
How many angles does God have?   
Thousands of thousands and myriads of myriads (Rev. 5:11) 
103 x 103 x 104 x 104 x =1014 

  
Yet, God came down himself to lead the Israelites himself.  He gives his full attention, he gives 
his full strength. 
 
This is the attitude that God wanted us to do, when we engage in the kingdom business. 
 
We are 遇強則弱, 遇弱則強. We are weak when the enemy is strong; we are strong when the 
enemy is weak. 
 
What do you think God want us to be? 
遇強, 我們要憑信心靠主得勝, 遇弱, 我們要全力以赴, 靠主得勝. 
We overcome the enemy with our faith in God when the enemy is strong; we overcome the 
enemy with our full strength from God when the enemy is weak. 
 
Warning: 
1. Many of our failures are not from the major difficult ones but from small things.  Example, not 
going to class for easy courses, and failed there. 
 
2. When driving out demons.  Most of them are low level unclean spirits.  But we are not able to 
drive out even the smallest of them, if we are not depending upon the precious blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  So on human side, we cannot take light in the spiritual things even the slightest of 
them. 
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Conclusions: 
1. In our life, when do we fail?  before the difficult things, or before the easy things? 
Many of our students got a bad grade not because of the difficult subjects, but of easy subjects.  
It was so easy on us, so that we do not give it our full strength, we skip the class, we do not do 
the homework until the last day before the class.  And we got lousy grades.  Isn’t it?  This is 
over-confidence on us ourselves. 
 
2. Think again, why does God need all the angels, if He is all powerful and can do all things 
himself?  With so many angels, I believe He delegates. I think He does not want to be so busy 
that He cannot give his undivided attention to us.    
 
Well, I need to rephrase, I think God have no problem to give us his undivided attention, if He 
engages in so many other things at the same time.  He is more capable of multi-tasking than us.  
But He does not do that, He took delight in giving us His undivided attention.  So, when we are 
busy on so many things, we need to delegate, try not to do so many things at the same time.  Try 
to say “no” on many things, so that you can take delight in the few things that you put your eyes 
on.  And then do it with your full attention, with your full strength. 
 
3. When it appears to be easy, do not be prideful.  Give it your full strength. 
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Appendix (preaching ideas) 
 
The battle plan is to  
1. Cure their over confidence. 
They were 遇強則弱, 遇弱則強. So God wanted them to go full strength.  Try to 趕鬼. Most of 
the 鬼 is 小鬼. But are you experienced Christians able to remove them?  No, unless it is via the 
power of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
2. Reiterate that God’s command is non-negotiable.  They set back on the schedule (one more 
battle), the set back on one spoil.  They could have enjoyed the spoil from Ai, had Achan not 
stolen.  But now they have to burn the city, only keep the animals. 
 
3. They read the law.  Not discussion of the battle strategy but a reading of the law.  They are on 
a different journey.  They representative of God operates on a different set of rules?!!! 
 
Talk about can Christians lie? 
 
God does his things at full strength. 
 
The two North Korean commandos.  One goes on to become a general, one becomes a pastor.  
God chose me to be a pastor in contrast to leader/contender of secular achievement.  He is doing 
the whole process at full strength. 
 
God manages his kingdom building business with his full attention.  He wants us to engage his 
kingdom business with our full strength. 不掉以輕心. And fully aware and follow his law. 
 
Look at the pastor and his compatriot, and you see the point. 
 
God’s full attention, think about how many angels he has to dispatch, but He came down himself 
to lead the Israelite army(army?).  We need to know how to delegate and how to focus on the 
essentials. 
 
Don’t underestimate your enemy.  They enemy is sneaky, they attack you where it is least 
expected.  Family of his servant, for example.  That’s why God used deception in attacking Ai. 
 
 


